
 

ISAN AGM minutes 2021 (deferred) 

8 am Sydney time, 29 March 2022, held via Zoom 

Chair: Simon McMullan (Treasurer) 

Attendees: 
Bill Farquhar 
Conrado Borgatello 
Ellen Merete Hagen 
Elspeth McLachlan 
Kalyanam Shivkumar (President) 
Mark Stewart 
Song Yao (Secretary) 
Pascal Carrive (Australian Regional Representative) 
Valentin Pavlov (Vice President) 
Vaughan Macefield (Chair, ISAN 2022 LOC) 

1. Confirmation of Quorum & Apologies  
11 members present, quorate 
(>10% of financial members) 
No apologies received 

2. Approval of minutes of 2020 AGM 
Minutes of the 2020 AGM were not circulated prior to the meeting 

3. Committee reports upon the transactions of the Society 
a. President’s Report (Kalyanam Shivkumar) 
• The President noted that the long term financial stability of ISAN is a concern and 

something that he is considering carefully. He has two major focuses: establishment of 
an instrument that enables permanent endowment of financial support from donors 
(philanthropic) or sponsors (commercial) and addition of a ‘lifetime membership’ option. 
He is working with UCLA to facilitate the former and hopes to work with the ISAN 
Executive to develop the latter prior to conclusion of his tenure as President. 

• The President reaffirmed his commitment to the Society and recognised the scientific 
contributions made by its membership and their clinical significance 

• The President suggests that the profile of the Society could be raised by establishing an 
open-access journal (“The ISAN Journal”). 

• The President looks forward to sharing his thoughts on the trajectory of autonomic 
neuroscience in an article, The Internet of the Human Body, which he will present to the 
Society at the 2022 ISAN meeting in Cairns, Australia 

Matters Arising from the President’s Report: 
• The President was asked how the financial aspirations outlined should be enacted and 

what they may look like in practice. The President acknowledge challenges in 
operationalisation of the Society’s goals but pointed to models trialled during the 2019 
meeting in California that could be used to support these aims. 



• A member suggested that the Society could consider affiliating itself with existing 
thematically aligned open access journals rather than starting its own. Vaughan 
Macefield, suggested the Autonomic Neuroscience section of Frontiers in Neuroscience 
as a potential venue (while disclosing a potential COI as Speciality Chief Editor for this 
journal). It was noted that large profitable publishers, such as Frontiers, may be able to 
sponsor or otherwise support the work of the Society. 

b. Treasurer’s Report (Simon McMullan) 
• The Treasurer presented data from the 2020-1 Tax Year, which runs July to June in 

Australia. By convention the details of the Society’s finances are not published in the 
minutes of the AGM but can be obtained by members of the Society on demand. The 
following were presented: 

o Total Assets of the Society 2012-present 
o Balance Sheets of 2021 vs. 2020 Tax Years 
o Profit & Loss of 2021 vs. 2020 Tax Years 
o Society Membership 2013-present 

• Broadly speaking the financial position of the Society is consistent with previous years; 
income continues to outweigh expenses, contributing to a gradual accumulation of 
assets (3.3% compared to 2020) which is more or less in line with inflation in Australia 
(3.5% in 2021). 

Matters Arising from the President’s Report: 
The fall in financial membership of the Society was raised as a concern. The 
Treasurer acknowledged that there had been a drop in membership since 2018. It 
was suggested that better communication from the Executive, reminding the 
membership of the need for renewal, would help to address this. This was broadly 
supported. 
• It was suggested that attendance at the 2022 meeting in Cairns should be 

contingent on current membership of the Society. There was broad support for 
this proposal. 

4. Update from the ISAN 2022 Local Organising Committee 
Vaughan Macefield provided an update on the forthcoming ISAN Scientific Meeting, 
to be held in Cairns, Australia in September 2022: 
• The LOC has recruited professional conference organisers and planning is now 

at an advanced stage 
• The meeting website is now live: https://isan2022.com.au/ 
• As travel restrictions to Australia have now all been lifted to vaccinated 

international travellers (no quarantine, no testing on arrival) the meeting is 
scheduled to go ahead in-person 

• The program is for a 3 day scientific meeting (Monday 4 Sept – Wednesday 7 
Sept) consisting of 

o Sunday evening welcome reception overlooking the harbour 
o Daily plenary lectures (n=3) 
o 18 x 2 hour oral sessions running concurrently morning and 

afternoon 
o 2 x 2.5 hour poster sessions in the evenings 
o Society AGM and Conference Dinner 

https://isan2022.com.au/


• Programming Committee is still receiving Plenary & Symposium suggestions; 
LOC suggests extension of deadline to fill spots and maintains commitment to 
gender equity in speaker invitations 

• Provisional program to be shared on ISAN2022 website 
5. Any other business 
No items for discussion 
The meeting ended at 9.00 am. 
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